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Opening Remarks

JUNG Hae-Gu

Chairperson, The National Research Council for Economics,
Humanities and Social Sciences

Distinguished guests.
| am Jung Hae-Gu, Chairperson of the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social
Sciences (NRCQ).

First of all, | would like to sincerely thank our distinguished guests from home and abroad for joining
us in this important symposium despite your busy schedules. In particular, allow me to express my
appreciation to President Kim Kye-Hong of the Korea Legislation Research Institute and Director Kim
Hyun-Chul of the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National University, all of whom spared no
effort in putting together this meaningful symposium. My thanks also go to the honorable Lee Su-hoon,
former South Korean Ambassador to Japan who will deliver welcome remarks, and the honorable Choi
Sang-Yong, former South Korean Ambassador to Japan who will give a keynote speech, | would also
like to extend my gratitude to the former Japanese Prime Minister Hatoyama Yukio and experts from all
across the world who will actively join today’s presentations and discussions.

Since Japan’s export restrictions on South Korea (July 1, 2019), conflicts between South Korea
and Japan have transitioned from centering on the past to now focusing even on economic and
diplomatic issues. Consequently, ROK-Japan relations have been showing no signs of improvement.
The direct cause of such conflicts, of course, can be found in the two countries’ seldom narrowing gap
in perception regarding how best to solve their historical issues, which had previously been sealed
beneath the triangular relationship between the ROK-US-Japan during the Cold War era but have since
rerisen to the forefront.

However, there is another reason behind the currently worsening ROK-Japan relations which is perhaps
more important than the first. That is, the global environment surrounding ROK-Japan relations is
markedly different from that of the Cold War era during which the relationship between South Korea
and Japan was founded on the hierarchical division of labor amidst the triangular relations of the ROK-
US-Japan. These days, however, South Korea’s global status has risen significantly and therefore current
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ROK-Japan relations have become more horizontalized. Moreover, South Korea prioritizes the Korean
Peninsula peace process, whereas Japan puts more emphasis on the US-Japan alliance to strengthen
the frontline against North Korea and China, resulting in considerable differences in the two countries’
respective future plans.

In consideration of these situational changes, | think the future relations of South Korea and Japan
need to be re-established and made different from those of the past. To this end, we should admit
the differences in our perceptions and understandings of the past while trying to seek new areas and
issues through which we can communicate and share our thoughts with each other, fostering the kind
of relationship wherein we can admit our differences while exploring the things we have in common.
This is why we have selected the theme of today’s symposium as “Discussing Great Transformation in
ROK-Japan Relations”.

If we view our national interests not with a top-down approach but with the bottom-up approach of
the public and their livelihood, or if we view the situation from the perspective of the future rather
than of the past, we can uncover numerous areas in which South Korea and Japan can communicate
and share with one another. For instance, both countries have been facing crises of regional area
extinction due to sharp declines in their populations, although to different degrees. South Korea and
Japan can share their experiences and policies regarding such issues. Another example is the climate
crisis which is not limited to South Korea and Japan but is an issue facing the entire global community.
The two countries can cooperate closely to address the climate crisis in Northeast Asia.

Since its foundation in August 2019, the Japan research group of the NRC has held several debates
and conducted vast research on pending issues between South Korea and Japan. By extension of such
efforts, | sincerely hope that this symposium will serve as a great opportunity to share meaningful
insights and engage in discussions for ROK-Japan cooperation in the future. | thank you all for joining
today’s symposium which is unfortunately being held online due to COVID-19, and | wish you good
health and good fortune.

August 26, 2021
JUNG Hae-Gu
Chairperson of the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences (NRC)

International Symposium: Discussing Great Transformation in ROK-Japan Relations



Welcoming Remarks

KIM Kye-Hong

President, Korea Legislation Research Institute

Distinguished guests,
| am Kim Kye-Hong, President of the Korea Legislation Research Institute.

Today, | would like to sincerely welcome you all to this International Symposium aimed at discussing
great transformation in ROK-Japan relations, which is being hosted by the National Research Council
for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences (NRC) and jointly organized by the Korea Legislation
Research Institute and the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National University (SNU).

First, allow me to express my appreciation to President Jung Hae-Gu of the NRC, the honorable Lee
Su-hoon, former South Korean Ambassador to Japan, and Director Kim Hyun-Chul of the Institute for
Japanese Studies at SNU, all of whom spared no effort in putting together this international symposium
on South Korea-Japan relations, which marks its 3rd anniversary this year despite the difficult
circumstances.

My thanks also go to the honorable Choi Sangyong, former South Korean Ambassador to Japan, and
former Japanese Prime Minister Hatoyama Yukio, both of whom will serve as keynote speakers sharing
their active interest in and affection for South Korea-Japan relations. | would also like to welcome and
extend my gratitude to the experts from all across the world who will actively join today’s presentations
and discussions and to the moderators who will ensure the sessions proceed smoothly.

We are gathered here today under the theme of “How to Re-establish ROK-Japan Relations Ushering in
an Era of Momentous Shift” in order to explore various means to recover from the strained ROK-Japan
relations and re-establish them, thereby putting our relations back on a desirable path.

Opening Ceremony_ \Welcoming Remarks | 11



12

These are highly difficult tasks. On the occasion of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, we expected to
have a summit and achieve harmony through thrilling sports events and spirited competition so as to
find clues on how to ease the strain on ROK-Japan relations. Once again, however, we had to take a rain
check.

Although we are currently facing many constraints such as issues related to the Japanese military’s
forced mobilization and sexual slavery, export restrictions, the Japan boycott movement, and limited
exchange in the private sector due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we must nonetheless continue to meet,
hold discussions, and find solutions for future generations.

| hope today’s symposium will serve in part as the prelude to increasing exchange led by local
governments and the private sector; to approaching ROK-Japan issues in consideration of gender and
generational differences in the perception of the two country’s bilateral relations; to shedding light on
ROK-Japan relations amidst the international order; and more.

President Moon said that “Korea and Japan have long been able to achieve economic growth together
through a division of labor and cooperation based on the common shared values of democracy and
a market economy.” As such, Korea and Japan are mirror images of one another and are important
neighbors. We should grow together while cooperating and jointly responding to threats facing the
globe such as COVID-19 and the climate crisis, among others.

In this regard, today’s symposium provides a very meaningful and valuable forum for Korean and
Japanese experts to come together and hold discussions on/offline despite the setbacks caused by
COoVID-19.

Thank you once again for your efforts in putting together this symposium and for your participation. |
hope these kinds of events will continue to be held in the future as well.

Thank you.
August 26, 2021
KIM Kye-Hong
President of the Korea Legislation Research Institute
International Symposium: Discussing Great Transformation in ROK-Japan Relations



Welcoming Remarks

KIM Hyun-Chul

Professor, Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul National University

Distinguished guests. My name is Kim Hyun-Chul, and | am the Director of the Institute for Japanese
Studies at Seoul National University.

Distinguished guests here in attendance, | would like to sincerely welcome you to the International
Symposium which is being jointly hosted by the National Research Council for Economics, Humanities
and Social Sciences, Korea Legislation Research Institute and Seoul National University’s Institute for
Japanese Studies.

| would like to offer my deepest gratitude, for all the efforts several individuals made in hosting this
symposium despite the COVID-19 situation. They are Jung Hae-Gu, the Chairperson of the National
Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences, Lee Su-hoon, the Former Ambassador
of the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Japan, and Kim Kye-Hong, the President of the Korea
Legislation Research Institute.

Moreover, | would like to offer my deepest gratitude to and sincerely welcome all those who will deliver
keynote presentations today despite their busy schedules including Hatoyama Yukio, the Former
Japanese Prime Minister, and Choi Sangyong, the Former Ambassador of the Embassy of the Republic
of Korea in Japan. In particular, it brings me great pleasure to see the Former Prime Minister Hatoyama
in good health since | met him two years earlier when he visited Seoul to commemorate the publication
of the Korean version of his book, “Departing from Great Japanism.”

Distinguished guests, as you are aware, the current Korea-Japan relationship is very tense. On top of
the conflicts over history there are economic and security disputes that have slowed the Korea-Japan
relationship to a standstill. Ten years have passed since this situation began in 2012. Some say we are
facing a “lost decade” in the Korea-Japan relationship, and others say that we are in a “new normal” in
terms of conflict.
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| feel, in order to free ourselves from this dilemma, we need to answer two fundamental questions. The
first is “How did we get in such a situation?” This symposium intends to search for the answer to this
question among structural causes. This is why “the Great Transformation,” was chosen for the wording
in symposium’s title.

The second question is “How are we getting out of it?” This symposium will look at the new sensations
of region, gender and the new generation while seeking directions and strategies to newly establish the
Korea-Japan relationship.

This symposium is the third of its kind to be jointly sponsored by the Institute for Japanese Studies at
Seoul National University. Moving forward, | wish that this venue will continue and that we can seek a
new Korea-Japan relationship.

Thank you.

August 26, 2021
KIM Hyun-Chul
Professor of the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National University
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Congratulatory Remarks

LEE Su-hoon

Former Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Japan

| feel it is of great significance that prominent scholars from China and the United States, along with
those from Korea and Japan, are here in attendance at this International Symposium being held
under the theme of “the Great Transformation in ROK-Japan Relations.” This is because while this is
a venue for experts from Korea and Japan to discuss this path we are on - a worsening Korea-Japan
relationship, having scholars from third party countries join us in the discussion enables us to take
an even better vantage point from which to view this theme of “the Great Transformation in ROK-
Japan Relations.” Now, for hosting today’s significant international conference, | would like to offer
my gratitude and congratulations to Jung Hae-Gu, Chairperson of the National Research Council
for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences. Also, for sponsoring this conference, | would like
to extend my gratitude and congratulations to Kim Kye-Hong, President of the Korea Legislation
Research Institute, and Kim Hyun-Chul, Director of the Institute for Japanese Studies at Seoul National
University.

When scholars speak of “a Great Transformation in ROK-Japan Relations,” we could suppose this carries
a serious tone. It could have the primary meaning that the relational frame that once supported the
Korea-Japan relationship is in the past and is no longer functioning. Furthermore, it could have the
secondary meaning of a new relational frame that could redefine the Korea-Japan relationship as yet
to be erected. It could even be expressed as a “crisis,” nor would it be wrong to call it a transition
period. This great transformation is marked by confusion. This is the very reason why the Korea-
Japan relationship was troubled and unpredictable. The Korea-Japan relationship could be compared
to as being trapped in a dark tunnel. Those in the tunnel have no choice but to experience pain and
displeasure. Time is needed to exit this tunnel, and it is very crucial that many people make wise
efforts.

The current state of affairs in East Asia are such that the Korea-Japan relationship is not the only
aspect that is suffering in pain. The regional order overall is drifting further and further from
collaboration, coexistence and peace. More than anything, the hegemonic rivalry between the United
States and China is intensifying and sending tremors of tension in the regional order of the entire area.
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The problem across the Taiwan Straits is once again surfacing and becoming an issue. How about the
North Korean nuclear problem? The opposition between North Korea and the United States has made
denuclearization seem far off, but the standstill in the North and South Korea relationship is, of course,
a threat to our peace. Each of these problems do not stand alone, but are rather connected.

From this standpoint, the task at hand is not to discuss the “the Great Transformation in the Korea-
Japan Relationship.” Having Korea and Japan respond properly to the great transformation and provide
a constructive relational frame would be a splendid feat that would create an impact that goes well
beyond the Korea-Japan relationship and would impact the entire regional order in East Asia. The
creation of a regional order of collaboration, coexistence, peace and joint prosperity would enable us to
discover a breakthrough in the Great Transformation in the Korea-Japan Relationship.

A great deal of discussion is paramount to properly respond to the great transformation. Of course,
governments must discuss with each other, but communication is also crucial among experts, as are
exchanges and discussions among civic groups in the work of responding to the great transformation.
In order to conduct discussions, a joint goal must be established, and built on the premise of open
and bi-directional stances. Momentum must be created through open and bi-directional stances even
through the Korea-Japan relationship is currently at a standstill in terms of discussions between the
two governments.

Through this International Symposium, | look forward to experts sharing their honest opinions about
their awareness of the problem, this sharing then spreading and progressing into broader discussions
between the two countries of Korea and Japan.

Thank you.
August 26, 2021
LEE Su-hoon
Former Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Japan
International Symposium: Discussing Great Transformation in ROK-Japan Relations
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Moderator:
LEE Su-hoon

Former Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Japan

+ 1987.03 ~ Present: Professor, Department of Sociology, Kyungnam University

+ 2020.03: Chaired Professor, Kyungnam University

+ 2017.10: Ambassador to Japan

+ 2015.04:-Visiting Professor, Keio University
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Presentation 1

Exchange between Korean and Japanese
Local Governments

LEE Jinwon
Professor, University of Seoul

1998 ~ Present: Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Seoul
2017 ~ 2019: Chairman, Korea Association of Japanology

2015 ~ 2017: Expert Advisor, National Research Foundation of Korea Social Science Group
2015 ~ 2016: Publication Ethics Committee, Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism

2014 ~ 2015: Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of Seoul

2010 ~ 2012: Dean, College of Public Affairs and Economics

Biography

Lee Jinwon graduated from Tohoku University in Japan with a PhD degree. Lee Jinwon is currently
a professor at the Department of International Relations, University of Seoul. The subjects that Lee
Jinwon is in charge of are Japanese-related classes, including Japanese politics.

Lee Jinwon's field of study is Japanese local politics. He especially studies the history of the process
of establishing Japan's local autonomy system. Lee Jinwon sees this era as the era of glocalization
and emphasizes the importance of local government. Lee Jinwon argues that local governments in
the glocalization era must have their own diplomacy tailored to their situation. And Lee Jinwon is
conducting research focusing on the international relations of local governments. Lee Jinwon has
recently published a paper on the current state of local diplomacy in the Tohoku region of Japan,
and will continue to pursue research to analyze the current state of diplomacy of Japanese local
governments.
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Presentation 2

Japan-Korea Relations and Gender Gap

HARUKI Ikumi

Researcher, Institute of Korean Studies, Waseda University

2013-2014: Visiting Research Fellow, Center for Asian Studies, American University
2011-2016: Lecturer, Tokyo University

2009-2016: Associate professor with Tenure of Social Sciences, Department of Social Sciences,
Toyo Eiwa University

2008-2010: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan Research Fellow, The Japan-ROK Joint History
Research Committee (Modern and Contemporary history)

2006-2008: Research Fellow, Graduate School of Law, Keio University
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Presentation 3

KWON Yong Suk

Professor, Hitotsubashi University
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Presentation 1

Reconstructing Korea-Japan Relationship:
Structural Conditions and Strategic Directions

SOHN Yul

Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University

Present Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University
Present Professor, Underwood International Colleage, Yonsei University

Present President, The East Asia Institute

2012 ~ 2016: Dean, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University
2019: President, The Korean Association of International Studies

2012: President, The Association for Contemporary Japanese Studies

Biography

Yul Sohn is the President of the East Asia Institute (EAI) and Professor of the Graduate School of
International Studies (GSIS) and Underwood International College at Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea.
Sohn served President of the Korean Association of International Studies (KAIS) in 2019. He also served
Dean of the GSIS (2012-2016) and President of the Association for Contemporary Japanese Studies
(2012). Before joining the faculty at Yonsei, Sohn taught at Chung-Ang University, and was a visiting
scholar at institutions in the University of Tokyo, Waseda University, the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, and the University of California, Berkeley. Sohn has served as a policy advisor on a number
of government advisory committees including Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Trade, the Korea
National Diplomatic Academy, the Northeast Asian History Foundation and the Korea Foundation.

Sohn has written extensively on Japanese and East Asian political economy, East Asian international
relations, and public diplomacy. His most recent publications include Japan and Asia’s Contested
Order (2019, with T. J. Pempel) and Understanding Public Diplomacy in East Asia (2016, with Jan
Melissen) both from Palgrave MacMillan, and “South Korea under US-China Rivalry: the Dynamics of the
Economic-Security Nexus in the Trade Policymaking,” 7he Pacific Review (2019), 32, 6.
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Presentation 2

The Structural Transformation of South Korea-
Japan Relations amid the US-China Strategic
Rivalries and North Korean Nuclear Crisis:
What is our choice?

KIMIYA Tadashi

Professor, The University of Tokyo

2010 ~ Present: Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

2015 ~ 2018: Director, The Center for Korean Studies, The University of Tokyo

2012 ~ 2014: Director, The Center for Contemporary Korean Studies, The University of Tokyo
2002 ~ 2003: Visiting Scholar, Harvard Yenching Institute

1996 ~ 2009: Associate Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo
1993 ~ 1996: Associate Professor, Hosei University

1986 ~ 1992: Graduate School of Political Science and International Relations, Korea University
1983 ~ 1993: Graduate School Student, Graduate School of Law and Politics, The University of Tokyo
1978 ~ 1983: Undergraduate School Student, Faculty of Law, The University of Tokyo

Biography

Prof. Kimiya graduated from the Faculty of Law, the University of Tokyo and completed doctoral studies
in the Graduate School of Politics. He received his Ph.D. in Korean politics from the Graduate School
of Korea University. He has developed his study focusing on the Korean politics and diplomacy, and
Korea-Japan relations during not only the Cold War, but also the post-Cold War era.

His works as books by the single author include, “Korea: Its Economic Development and Democratization”,

”

“Korean Contemporary History in the international politics”, “North and South Korean Contemporary
History Focusing on their Nationalism®, “The History of Relations between South Korea and Japan” in
Japanese, “Political Choice of the Park Chung Hee Government: Its Export-led Industrialization and the
Cold War regime during the 1960s”, “The Japanese Diplomacy Toward ROK : DecOlonization, the Cold

War, and Economic Cooperation” in Korean.
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Presentation 3

Schadenfreude is not Recommended

Brad GLOSSERMAN

Deputy Director, Center for Rule making Strategies, Tama University

2017.10 ~ Present: Deputy Director / Visiting Professor, Center for Rule-Making Strategies,
Tama University

2017.10 ~ Present: Senior Advisor, Pacific Forum

2014 ~ Present: English Managing Editor, Journal of The New Asia Research Institute
2005 ~ 2017: Executive Director, Pacific Forum CSIS

2001 ~ 2005: Director of Research, Pacific Forum CSIS

1991 ~ 2001: Editorial Board Member, The Japan Times

Biography

Brad GLOSSERMAN is Deputy Director of and Visiting Professor at the Center for Rule-making
Strategies, Tama University. He is also a Senior Adviser (nonresident) at Pacific Forum, in Honolulu Hi,
where he served for 13 years (2004-2017) as executive director.

Brad is the author of Peak Japan: The End of Grand Ambitions (Georgetown University Press, 2019; a
Korean edition was released in 2020 by Korean Copyright Center) and co-author (with Scott Snyder)
of The Japan-South Korea ldentity Clash (Columbia University Press 2015). He is the editor, with Tae-
hyo Kim, of The Future of U.S.-Korea-/apan Relations. Balancing Values and Interests (CSIS, 2004). He
is also the English-language editor of the journal of the New Asia Research Institute (NARI) in Seoul.
A frequent participant in US State Department visiting lecture programs and the US Navy’s Regional
Security Education Program, he speaks at conferences, research institutes and universities around
the world. His commentary regularly appears in media around the globe. He has written dozens of
monographs and articles on US foreign policy and Asian security relations and he has contributed
numerous chapters to books on regional security.

He was for 10 years a member of the editorial board of The Japan Times and continues to serve as a
contributing editor. He now writes a weekly column on foreign policy and international affairs for the paper.
He is an adjunct lecturer at the Management Center of Innsbruck (MCI). He has a JD from the George
Washington University National Law Center, an MA from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies (SAIS) and a BA from Reed College.






Schadenfreude is not Recommended

Remarks to the International Symposium

Discussing Great Transformation in South Korea-Japan Relations
Brad Glosserman, Center for Rule Making Strategies

August 26, 2021

1. The conclusions of Peak Japan
a. Japan is a small ‘c” conservative country: Hesitant to embrace change given the comfort.
Prefers stability to dynamism
b. Inward-looking (uchimuki) and increasingly disengaged from world
c. Structural factors (demographics, debt) provide constraints
d. Japan is changing, but not fast enough: Schaede’s “pockets of excellence” and domination of key

production nodes, but not sufficient.

2. Japan’s leadership rejects my analysis.

a. Abe counters my conclusions (CPTPP, FOIP, energy and activism). But he is unique - vision and
understanding of political system and pragmatism -- and his line isn’t sustainable.
Reverting to traditional LDP politics.

b. Engagement with ROK as proof: locked in and unwilling to compromise. Ignores strategic reality.
Bottom line: No trust.

c. Japan misjudges ROK relationship with China. Worries about swing into China’s orbit. Inaccurate,
but others - including South Koreans - don’t get that right.
All mislearned lessons of THAAD.

3. The lessons of Peak Japan
a. Demographics are a big drag.
b. Too much success encourages complacency
c. BIG change required - not ‘neoliberalism’ but shift in social goals and outlook
d. Innovation is key but older population less entrepreneurial (and young are risk averse).
Have to accept failure.

4. Lessons for Korea
a. Avoid Schadenfreude - evident in Olympic coverage.
b. Korea distracted by domestic politics and North Korea. Failure to keep pace with larger systemic
change.
c. Focus on productivity: empower women and open the doors to immigrants
d. Stay engaged with world, don’t become inward obsessed; study English

5. More broadly, to fix ROK-Japan relations
a. Look forward, not back; focus on the future, not the past
b. Decide whether it wants the moral high ground or a partner
c. Create space for Japanese who understand strategic realities and want the ROK as a partner.
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Discussing Great Transformation in
ROK-Japan Relations

How to Re-establish ROK-Japan Relations Ushering
in an Era of Momentous Shift

Direction and Strategies for the
Re-establishment of ROK-Japan Relations

Moderator:
JO Yanghyeon
Professor, Center for Japanese Studies, KNDA

» 2018.03 ~ Present: Head, The Center for Japanese Studies, IFANS, KNDA
+ 2006.06 ~ Present: Professor, The Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security, KNDA
» 2018.10 ~ 2019.04: Visiting Fellow, The East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore

» 2011.08 ~2012.01: Academic Associate, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University

+:201.1.04:~:2018.02: Director, The Center for Diplomatic History Studies, IFANS, KNDA







Presentation 1

ROK’s Middle Power Diplomacy and
the Redefinition of ROK-Japan Relations:
Challenges and Prospect

NAM Kijeong
Professor, Institute for Japanese Studies, SNU

2019.12 ~ Present: Member, The Presidential Commission on Policy Planning

2009 ~ Present: Professor, Institute for Japanese Studies, Seoul National University
2019.01 ~ 2019.12: President, Korean Association of Contemporary Japanese Studies
2011.03: Visiting Professor, School of Law, Tohoku University

2010.01 ~ 2010.02: Visiting Professor, Institute for Social Science, The University of Tokyo

2005.03 ~ 2009.06: Assistant Professor/Associate Professor,
Department of International Studies, Kookmin University

2001.04 ~ 2005.02: Assistant Professor/Professor, Graduate School of Law, Tohoku University

Biography

NAM Kijeong currently serves as Humanities Korea (HK) professor at the Institute for Japanese Studies,
Seoul National University (SNU), Korea. He graduated from SNU and received his Ph.D. from the
University of Tokyo. The title of his doctoral thesis is 7/he Korean War and Japan: War and Peace in
Base State’. He worked as an assistant professor, and tenure professor at Tohoku University from 2001
to 2005, and also at Kookmin Unviersity from 2005 to 2009. His recent works include, 7he Birth of a
Base State: Japan’s Korean War (in Korean, SNU Press, 2016), “Citizens’ Solidarity for the Relationship
between Korea and Japan in the New Korean Peninsula System” (The Quarterly Changbi, 2020), “Linking
peace with reconciliation: Peace on the Korean Peninsula and the Seoul-Pyongyang-Tokyo triangle”
(Asian Education and Development Studies, 2019), and “Similar Conditions, Different Paths?: Japan's
Normalization of Relations with Korea and Vietnam” (Journal of Contemporary Korean Studies, 2015).
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Presentation 2

Japan and South Korea as Natural Partners:
Concept and Common Agenda

SOEYA Yoshihide

Professor Emeritus, Keio University

2020.04 ~ Present: Professor Emeritus, Keio University

2014.03 ~ 2014.05: Fellow, Korea Foundation

2013.08 ~ 2014.01: Japan Scholar, Woodrow Wilson Center

2007.10 ~ 2013.09: Director, Institute of East Asian Studies, Keio University

2006.09 ~ 2007.02: Visiting Professor, Graduate School of International Studies,
Seoul National University

1995.04 ~ 2020.03: Professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University
1991.04 ~ 1995.03: Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University
1988.04 ~ 1991.03: Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, Keio University

Biography

Yoshihide SOEYA is Professor Emeritus of Keio University, from which he retired in March 2020 after
serving as a professor of political science at the Faculty of Law for 32 years. He received Ph.D. from
the University of Michigan in 1987 majoring in world politics. Dr. Soeya served, in 1999-2000, the
“Prime Minister's Commission on Japan's Goals in the 21st Century,” and, in 2010, the “the Council on
Security and Defense Capabilities in the New Era” both in the Prime Minister’s Office. He was also a
member of the “Central Council on Defense Facilities” (2000-2009, Agency/Ministry of Defense), and
of the Advisory Group of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2003-2013). His areas of interest are politics
and security in East Asia, and Japanese diplomacy and its external relations. His recent publications in
English include “Constitutional Revision Going Astray: Article Nine and Security Policy” Helen Hardacre,
et al., eds, Japanese Constitutional Revisionism and Civic Activism (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books,
2021); “Middle Power Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific Era” Issues & Studies, Vol. 56, No. 2 (June 2020);
and “The Rise of China in Asia: Japan at the Nexus” in Asle Toje, ed., Will China’s Rise be Peaceful?
Security, Stability, and Legitimacy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018).
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Presentation 3

Legal Issues between Korea and Japan:
A Critical Review and Suggested Solutions

RHEE Yongil

Former Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in Ivory Coast

2019 ~ Present: Ambassador for International Relations, Sejong City

2016 ~ 2019: Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Ivory Coast
(as Non-Resident, Burkina Faso and Niger)

2006 ~ 2015: Counsellor of the Korean Embassy to Thailand,
Minister Counsellor of the Korean Embassy to Romania, Minister Counsellor of the
Korean Permanent Mission in Vienna and the Korea Embassy to Austria

2004 ~ 2006: Director, Treaties Division I, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
2002: Lecturer for International Law, Ewha Womans University
1992: Lecturer for International Law, Ajou University

1992: Entered Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Deputy Director,
Division of International Legal Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Biography

Yongil Rhee is currently Ambassador for International Relations of Sejong City which is the de facto
administrative capital of South Korea. Prior to joining Sejong City, Amb. Rhee was, between 2016
and 2019, the ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of South Korea to Ivory Coast (including
Burkina Faso and Niger as the non-resident).

Amb. Rhee, having joined, as a career diplomat, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Korea in
1992, has devoted himself to the promotion of international cooperation through diplomacy as well
as, particularly, as a lawyer cum diplomat, contributed to development of the key international legal
regimes i.e. the law of the sea, non-proliferation of WMD, international penal law including anti-
corruption, international trade law, human rights and international humanitarian law, the law of treaties,
international environment, development cooperation, etc. With around 28 years of experience in
diplomacy, He held various positions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of South Korea and its foreign
posts. He was Director for the Treaties Division Il of the ministry for 2004-2006, and served in Canada,
Thailand, Romania, and Austria.



Amb. Rhee believes that international law is the minimum criteria to add value to national diplomacy
and international peaceful order, and, as the case may be, will be able to bring in more reasonable and
effective achievement thereto. He has been professionally so much involved in diverse international
legal issues including with neighboring countries during his diplomatic career, also sometimes served
as an international law lecturer in universities, and published several books amongst which are “Direct
Applicability of International Treaties’(2014) and “Law on Division and Unification”(2020).

Amb. Rhee’s educational background includes a BA and a MA degree from Seoul National University
with specialisation in international law.
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