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d Welcoming Remarks for the 46™ KAST International Symposium
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Chairperson, Jeong Hae-Gu
National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social
Sciences.

Greetings,

| am Jeong Hae-Gu the Chairperson of the National Research Council
for Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences(NRC). It is my great
privilege and pleasure to welcome our venerable guests joining us both
online and offline to the 46th KAST International Symposium.

First of all | would like to thank President Dr. Han Min-koo(St2I7 %)
of the Korea Academy of Science and Technology, for co-hosting
today’s symposium. My sincere gratitude also goes to Commissioner
Jeong Eun Kyeong(B24d H%) of the Korea Center for Disease
Control(KCDC), who despite her busy schedule and burdensome duties
is joining us to deliver the congratulatory remarks. Lastly, | would like to
thank speakers, discussants and guests, who are here to enrich our
discussions even during these challenging times of the COVID19
pandemic.

This symposium hosted under the theme of “COVID19 Pandemic
Forecasting Accelerator : Trailblazing New Frontier of Prediction Science
& Al” is a venue to engage in active discussion about the application of
Big Data and Artificial Intelligence to enhance the current COVID
forecast system and introduce new insights to our medical systems and
epidemic prevention policies.



The COVID 19 virus has already claimed millions of victims and the
ongoing crisis is incurring tremendous damages across the world. More
importantly, these damages disproportionally occur amongst those who
are unprivileged or socially vulnerable. Even though COVID19 may not
be the cause of the polarization of our societies, it is acting as an
accelerating catalyst.

Against this grim reality, the scientific application of Big Data and Al
analysis can be the key in our fight to overcome the COVID 19 crisis
and furthermore help to decelerate the social polarization phenomenon.
This would be a significant contribution of science to our society.

Even before the WHO declared COVID19 a pandemic, in March of
2020, the National Research Council formed a “COVID19 Research
Group”(Z2LtI7E) to plan and conduct research in order to devise
proper policy countermeasures. In the 2nd half of 2020, the NRC
formed the “NRC Epidemic Research Council” which designed and
conducted forecast modeling research.

Professor Park Taesung(2fEi+sd =) of Seoul National University as the
Co-Chair of the Epidemic Research Council and Asaph Young Chun(%
Al 4%, Director General of Statistics Research Institute of Statistics
Korea as the senior advisor provided great assistance in our research.
Furthermore, the modeling analysis by Professor David N. Fisman of the
University of Toronto who is joining us today as our discussant,
provided significant insight for us as well. | would like to take this
opportunity to deliver my thanks and gratitude for the valuable
contributions of these scholars to our research.

Looking further beyond the scope, the NRC is planning to complete the
first phase of our endeavors to establish the “NRC Big Data Platform”



as part of the project titled “Future Forecast and Policy Support Based
on Data Analysis”. Using this platform, NRC intends to lay the concrete
ground works for Anticipatory Governance and Policy Design.

As | conclude my remarks, | hope that today’s symposium would be an
important venue to discuss and devise scientific solutions to our societal

problems.

Thank you.



